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Dear Bobcat Junior,

Congratulations on reaching this important milestone in your academic career! You
have worked very hard to reach this point in your life. We as your counselors are
committed to providing you with the tools you need to successfully transition to
college or the world of work. Please realize that in order to insure your continued
success; you must assume a much greater level of responsibility than you have had
in the past. As a senior, you will want to adhere to college, SAT, ACT, and
scholarship and grant application deadlines. Keep in mind that we are here to
provide you with the support you need to complete the application process while
continuing in the pursuit of your high school diploma.

Please keep in mind that as you begin to make this important transition, you will be
called upon more and more to function as young adult. Utilize your parents,
teachers, counselors, and transition coordinator as support as you move toward
your future in post-secondary education.

Your Counselors,

Kelly Homan
Katlyn McCormick
Dana House
Jay Sprouse
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Class of 2018 Senior Calendar

January 2017 of Junior Year
e Begin your college search, if you have not done so already.
¢ www.collegeboard.org has a great tool to help students search for colleges, called

“College Matchmaker”. This can be found on the first page of the Student section of the

Collegeboard website, on the left hand side.
e List things you may want to study and do in college.
e March 4 — Registration deadline for the April 9™ ACT test date
e April 8" — Registration deadline for the May 7% SAT

May/June/JuIy 2017
Visit colleges. Take campus tours and, at colleges you're serious about, schedule
interviews with admissions counselors.
e Begin searching for scholarships. Create online accounts with www.fastweb.com;
www.finaid.org; and www.lowcountryscholarshipdirectory.org
e May 5, 2016 — Registration deadline for June 4™ SAT test date
e May 6, 2016 — Registration deadline for June 11™ ACT test date

August 2017
e Sign up and prepare for the October 15t SAT test administration.
e Sign up and prepare for the September 10th ACT test administration.

e Athletes who wish to be recruited by colleges should sign up for NCAA Clearinghouse at

www.eligibilitycenter.org
e Begin to draft college essays (if applicable)

September 2017

Begin filling out college applications. All applications must be completed by October 31

e Begin searching for scholarships. Create online accounts with www.fastweb.com;
www.finaid.org; and www.lowcountryscholarshipdirectory.org

September 1% registration deadline for the October 1t SAT test administration.
September 16 for the October 22" ACT test administration.

September 16" — College Fair at Battery Creek High School

If any of your colleges require teacher recommendations, speak with your teachers about

completing a recommendation for you. Please give teachers at least 2 weeks to prepare

a recommendation for you.

October 2017
October 1%t — FAFSA Applications open for Fall of 2018. Visit www.fafsa.ed.gov
e Begin searching for scholarships. Create online accounts with www.fastweb.com;
www.finaid.org; and www.lowcountryscholarshipdirectory.org
e Apply for a Federal Student Aid PIN at www.pin.ed.gov

e Start filling out FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) for financial aid. You

may download worksheets off www.fafsa.ed.gov and file online at this site.

College Application Day — October 7t

October 7t — Registration Deadline for the November 5% SAT administration
e Make sure those college applications are completed by October 31!

November 2017
e November 3™ — Registration deadline for the December 3™ SAT administration
e November 4™ — Registration deadline for the December 10™ ACT administration
e Keep up those grades!!
e Begin searching for scholarships. Create online accounts with www.fastweb.com;
www.finaid.org; and www.lowcountryscholarshipdirectory.org
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December 2017

e December 16™ — End of first semester. Make sure you are maintaining your grades!
Remember that every grade you earn counts this year! Study for those final exams!
December 21t — Registration deadline for the January 215t SAT administration
Be sure that SAT and ACT test scores are sent to colleges that have your application on
file. You may order additional score reports at 1-800-SAT-SCORE.

e Begin searching for scholarships. Create online accounts with www.fastweb.com;
www.finaid.org; and www.lowcountryscholarshipdirectory.org

January 2018

e If you haven't done so already, apply for a Federal Student Aid PIN at www.pin.ed.gov

e Start filling out FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) for financial aid. You
may download worksheets off www.fafsa.ed.gov and file online at this site.

e Begin searching for scholarships. Create online accounts with www.fastweb.com;
www.finaid.org; and www.lowcountryscholarshipdirectory.org

e If you were admitted early by early decision, withdraw applications to other colleges
applied.

e If your college requires a mid-year report, please bring mid-year forms to your counselor.

e January 13" — Registration deadline for the February 11%" ACT administration

February 2018
e Continue to search for scholarships.
o Keep up those grades! Colleges will look at them!
e Start planning spring break college visits, if you are still undecided about which college
you will attend.
e February 10" — Registration deadline for the March 11% SAT administration

March 2018
e Financial Aid deadlines are looming! Make sure that your FAFSA is completed and
submitted to US Dept. of Education. www.fafsa.ed.gov
e March 3 — Registration deadline for the April 8" ACT administration

April 2018
e April 7" — Registration deadline for the May 6% ACT administration
e Admissions letters start arriving this month.
e Discuss financial aid packages provided by schools with your family and make a final
decision on the college you will be attending.
e Send in the acceptance notice to your chosen school and decline offers to other colleges.

May 2018
e May 9™ — Registration deadline for the June 3™ SAT administration
e May 5™ — Registration deadline for the June 10™ ACT administration
e Fill out the counselor provided forms to have final transcript sent to your college (and
NCAA Clearinghouse, if applicable).

June 2018
e Happy Graduation and good luck!


http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.finaid.org/
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Naviance Family Connections Workshop
Bluffton High School

Go to the following website:
http://connection.naviance.com/blufftonhs

Use your username and password used to login to your computer

Welcome to Family Connection

Please use your BLHS Network username and password

Username

I need to register
password
remember me
Log In
forgot your password? need additional help?

1. Look in the WHAT'S NEW box - do you have any messages?

2. Look on the left hand side - these links will take you to our webpage for
information (no need to go there today!)

3. Look at the links on the right hand side

* Do you have any messages there?
* Open the DOCUMENT LIBRARY


http://connection.naviance.com/blufftonhs

o Canyou find the stats on South Carolina colleges?
o Where can you find the Bluffton Volunteer form in order to
keep track of your volunteer hours?

ABOUT ME tab

1. Look in the gray box at the bottom labeled OFFICIAL THINGS.
= Click on the PROFILE link.
o Make sure your email is correct. This will be your school email.

2. Look in the gray box at the top labeled INTERESTING THINGS ABOUT
ME
= Click on the RESUME link. Then click on ADD A NEW ENTRY fto:
o Fill in your volunteer hours for 9™ and 10™ grade so far
o Fill in your extracurricular activities for 9™ and 10™ grade so
far
o Fill in any awards/honors/recognitions for 9™ and 10™ grade as
well

COLLEGES tab (Requesting Transcripts)

1. 6o to the COLLEGES Tab
2. Click on Colleges I'm Thinking About
a. Click on the name of the college (this will link you to the college
website)
b. See if you can apply online, if Yes, complete and submit the
application. If No, download the application and complete it and mail
it.

If you are applying via Common Application: (look at your list and see how
many are Common App. - if 2 or more are Yes, suggested to do Common App)
i. First - go to www.commonapp.org (link from the College Tab
under College Research, College Resources) and set up your
account
ii. Write down your Common App. Username and Password (try to
use the same username and password for all college needs)
iii. Go back into Naviance and sign the Common App. Waiver and
enter your Common App. username and password

If all of the colleges you are applying to are not listed:
iv. Click Add To List and click Lookup or Search by one of the
choices on the Left hand side


http://www.commonapp.org/

3. Requesting a transcript AFETER you have submitted your application
a. Go back to your Colleges I'm Thinking About list

i. Check the box next to the College where you applied

ii. Click the box at the bottom that says Move To Application
List

iii. Choose the Application Type (RD, ED, EA)

iv. Check the box I have Submitted My Application then Add
Applications

4. Click on Colleges I'm Applying To
a. If you have not done so, sign the FERPA waiver
b. Click Request Transcripts

i. Check the box next to Add Request - this will send the
request to the Guidance & Registrar Naviance account. When
your Transcripts have been sent, it will be marked as Sent so
you will be able to keep track of your application materials -
Give the college at least 2-3 weeks to show your Transcript as
being Received (on their website, etc..)

ii. Check Add Unofficial Test Scores if you want them sent (it is
recommended that you have them sent from ACT or SAT -
some colleges will require this)

iii. Check Mid-Year Transcript if appropriate

c. If youneed Other Transcripts (for Scholarships, NCAA, etc.)

i. Under the Colleges Tab, left hand side, click Transcripts

ii. Click Request transcripts for scholarships or athletics

iii. Complete the form - all information

iv. Scroll to the bottom and click Add Transcript Requests

If you need Teacher/Counselor Recommendations (Give the teachers at least 3
weeks to write a recommendation).
5. Click on your Colleges TAB
a. Click on Colleges I'm Applying To
b. Scroll down to Teacher Recommendations
c. Click Add/Cancel Requests
d. Go to Add New Requests
i. Click the dropdown menu and choose the teacher(s) from the
list(make sure you have personally asked this teacher prior to
this request and that your Activity Resume is updated in
Naviance)
ii. Add any notes to the teacher(s) in the box (i.e. Please mention
my passion for Biology and my interest in Medicine.)
iii. Click Update Requests - this will send an email fo the teacher
stating your request and will add the request to the teacher’s


https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/colleges/transcript/request-other/

Naviance account. It will also record that you have requested
it in your Naviance account. When the teacher has completed
the Recommendation, they will mark it as Completed and it will
show in your Naviance account so you can keep track of your
application materials.
6. When you receive a decision from the college, click the & under
Actions to update your Status (Accepted, Waitlisted, etc.)

CAREERS tab
1. Look in the gray box at the bottom labeled WHAT ARE MY
INTERESTS?
» Click on CLUSTER FINDER. Go through the questionnaire.
*  When done, add each of your top clusters to your list as indicated.
» If time permits, complete either the PERSONALITY TYPE or the
CAREER INTEREST PROFILER.



https://connection.naviance.com/family-connection/colleges/application/edit

When Should I apply to College?

Students who plan on applying to college should have a basic idea as to where
they will apply no later than September. While each college has their own
deadlines, however your guidance department would like you to have your
college applications completed and submitted by no later than Monday, October
31, 2017.

How do I apply to College?

Your counselors will want to apply to at least 5 colleges during your senior year.
According to Collegeboard.com, you should apply to a range of colleges in the following
categories:

A. Safety Colleges/Back-up Colleges: apply to one or two colleges where you feel you'll
most likely get in—a 90-100 percent chance.

B. Good Matches: apply to two to four colleges that are overall good matches—a 75
percent chance of getting in. These are colleges that fit academically and socially.

C. Reach Colleges: apply to one or two "reach" colleges—a 25 percent or less chance of
getting in. These are colleges that present an admissions challenge.

*Remember that most college application fees are at least $40.00 and up, so choose
your colleges wisely and don’t go overboard with applications!! Save that for your
scholarship applications.

Colleges encourage you to apply to their schools online. Why? Because it will allow the
admissions office to process and review your application quickly. You can find each
school’s website at http://connection.naviance.com/blufftonhs or,
www.collegeboard.org. Click on the link to the college, go to the “Admissions” tab and
follow the directions to apply. If you do not have access to a computer (at home) and
need to download an application, please utilize the computer workstations in the
Guidance Office to download and print the applications.

The number of schools to which you apply is a decision in which you and your parents
will need to discuss. Remember that schools have application fees, so you may want to
limit your applications to somewhere between 5-10 schools. We suggest applying to a
variety of schools...some public, some private. It is also generally a good idea to think
about applying to USC-B since it is close to home and you can use this as something to
fall back on in case you decide you would like to stay close to home (this does happen).
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Not all colleges will require an essay or recommendations. Please be sure that
you read the application carefully to see if the college requires an essay and/or a
recommendation.

Essays and Recommendations

If a college requires an essay, please ask a teacher to review the essay and edit
where necessary. Remember — the admissions office does not know you, so you
want to present yourself on paper as best as possible!!

If a college requires recommendations, please ask a teacher, mentor, pastor,
etc., and give them ample time to complete the letter or form. When you
receive the recommendation, please be sure to send a “Thank You” note to that
person making the recommendation. Also, you must request teacher
recommendations through Naviance. Please be sure to complete the Senior Brag
Sheet in order for your teacher/counselor to write you the best letter possible!
Below are directions to request a recommendation through Naviance.

Click on your Colleges TAB
a. Click on Colleges I'm Applying To
b. Scroll down to Teacher Recommendations
c. Click Add/Cancel Requests
d. Go to Add New Requests
i. Click the dropdown menu and choose the teacher(s) from the
list(make sure you have personally asked this teacher prior to
this request and that your Activity Resume is updated in
Naviance)
ii. Add any notes to the teacher(s) in the box (i.e. Please mention
my passion for Biology and my interest in Medicine.)
iii. Click Update Requests - this will send an email fo the teacher
stating your request and will add the request to the teacher’s
Naviance account. It will also record that you have requested
it in your Naviance account. When the teacher has completed
the Recommendation, they will mark it as Completed and it will
show in your Naviance account so you can keep track of your
application materials.

11
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College Visits
If you choose to visit colleges, you can call the admissions office of the college to

set up an appointment for a tour. Phone numbers are listed on www.collegeboard.org or

http:

connection.naviance.com/blufftonhs. Make sure that you walk around

campus and think about some of the questions listed below. Speak with your tour guide
about these topics.

Is tutoring available if I have difficulty with my classes?

Is the campus part of a downtown area or does it have its own campus?

What extracurricular programs are available in which you may be interested?
What is the cost of tuition, room and board?

What is the distinctive about the college?

What is the average class size? Do teaching assistants or professors teach
classes?

Does the college assure freshmen they will have a place in the major of my
choice?

Do residence halls have computer and internet access?

Do you offer a study abroad program?

Is there a housing issue, i.e. not enough housing for freshmen, campus
apartments, etc.

What types of social, cultural, academic and athletic activities are available?
Are freshmen permitted to have cars on campus? Do you have to pay for
parking on campus?

What are the factors considered by your college for admission? What is the
most/least important?

What if I don’t have a good high school grade point average?

Do you accept AP credits or college courses taken during high school? What is
the minimum AP score do I need for credit?

Is there a strong career development center? How many recent graduates have
jobs?

If T am not accepted, are there any alternatives (such as a transition program)?

12
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South Carolina College Websites

The following websites are listed because they are traditionally the most
frequently visited by Bluffton High School students.

Benedict College — www.benedict.edu

Charleston Southern University- www.csuniv.edu
The Citadel- www.citadel.edu

Claflin University- www.claflin.edu

Clemson University- www.clemson.edu

Coastal Carolina University- www.coastal.edu
Coker College- www.coker.edu

College of Charleston- www.cofc.edu

Francis Marion University- www.fmarion.edu
Furman University- www.furman.edu

Lander University- www.lander.edu

Limestone College- www.limestone.edu

Morris College- www.morris.edu

South Carolina State University- www.scsu.edu
Technical College of the Lowcountry- www.tcl.edu
Trident Technical College- www.tridenttech.edu
University of South Carolina- www.sc.edu
University of South Carolina, Beaufort- www.uscb.edu
Winthrop University- www.winthrop.edu
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College Admissions Average Requirements

Average
Weighted | Average SAT
High Critical Average

Type of School Reading/Math ACT
College/University Name School GPA Range (1600) | Composite
Allen University Private 2.50 13
Anderson University Private 4.05 1100 24.2
Benedict College Private 2.75 16
Art Institute of Charleston Private 2.9
Charleston Southern University Private 3.73 1073 24
Claflin University Private 3.28 849 17
Clemson University Public 4.23 1190-1330 27-31
Coastal Carolina University Public 3.4 1005 22
Coker College Private 3.4 1050 21
College of Charleston Public 3.5 1030-1200 23-28
Columbia College Private 3.78 940-1110 21-26
Converse College Private 3.8 1060 24
Erskine College Private 3.4 1010 23
Francis Marion University Public 3.56 840-1070 17-21
Furman University Private 3.65 1240-1400 27-32
Lander University Public 3.4 1000 21
Limestone College Private 3.23 1030 18-23
Morris College Private 2.5 728 14
Newberry College Private 3.52 960 21
North Greenville University Private 3.8 1110 24
South Carolina State University Public 2.70 15-18
Presbyterian College Private 3.55 24
Southern Wesleyan University Private 4.1 1020 20
The Citadel Public 3.5 1100 23
University of South Carolina Public 4.01 1210 27
University of South Carolina Aiken Public 3.57 18-23
University of South Carolina
Beaufort Public 3.4 924 20
University of South Carolina
Upstate Public 3.50 1000 21
Voorhees College Private 2.7 15
Winthrop University Public 3.95 1055 23
Wofford College Private 3.54 24-29
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Application Deadlines Outlined

Early Decision,
Regular Early Action, Financial Aid
Application Priority Priority

College/University Name Deadline Deadline Deadline
Allen University 31-Jul 30-Jun 15-Apr | *
Anderson University Rolling Admissions 1-Mar
Benedict College Rolling Admissions 15-Apr
Charleston Southern University Rolling Admissions 15-Apr
Claflin University Rolling Admissions 15-Apr
Clemson University 1-May | 1-Dec 1-Apr | **
Coastal Carolina University Rolling Admissions 1-Apr
Coker College Rolling Admissions 1-Apr
College of Charleston 1-Apr | 15-Oct 15-Mar
Columbia College Rolling Admissions 1-Apr
Converse College Rolling Admissions 1-Mar
Erskine College Rolling Admissions 1-Apr
Francis Marion University Rolling Admissions 1-Mar
Furman University 15-Jan | 15-Nov 15-Jan
Lander University Rolling Admissions 15-Apr
Limestone College 26-Aug 1-Aug 1-Feb | *
Morris College 1-Jul 30-Mar | *
Newberry College Rolling Admissions 15-Mar
North Greenville University 26-Aug 1-Jun 1-Jun | *
South Carolina State University 31-Jul 1-May | *
Southern Wesleyan University 1-Aug 31-Mar | *
The Citadel Rolling Admissions 28-Feb
University of South Carolina 1-Dec | 15-Oct 1-Apr
University of South Carolina Aiken Rolling Admissions 15-Mar
University of South Carolina
Beaufort Rolling Admissions 15-Apr
University of South Carolina Upstate Rolling Admissions 1-Apr
Voorhees College Rolling Admissions 15-Apr
Winthrop University 1-May 1-Mar
Wofford College 1-Feb 15-Nov 15-Mar

*These colleges accept applications for admission up until this date of the current year of

attendance

** Clemson University has an issue with housing, therefore we encourage you to
submit your application for admission as early as October 1st
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The SAT and ACT

As counselors, we often hear the question “should I take the SAT or ACT” from both
students and parents. We encourage you to take both tests with the writing section.
Students who receive free or reduced lunch are eligible for a fee waiver for both the SAT
and ACT. Please see your counselor for verification and a fee waiver to use for
registration of the SAT/ACT. Students who use a fee waiver for the SAT are also eligible
for 4 college fee waivers. Please see your counselor for verification and waiver.

The SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) is a reasoning test; it measures ability. The test
is mostly multiple choice and is intended to measure how successful as student can
perform at the college level. The SAT includes math, verbal, and writing sections.

The ACT (American College Testing) program is more of an achievement test. This
means that the test assesses areas of the curriculum in which the student has been
exposed to in his or her high school career. English, mathematics, science, reading, and
writing are all covered on the ACT. The composite score on the ACT ranges from 1-36.

How do colleges receive my SAT and/or ACT scores?

When you register for the SAT and ACT, there is a section on the applications that ask
where you would like your score reports sent. You are allowed to send 4 free reports to
colleges. You may indicate the four schools during registration, or the morning of the
test administration.

Colleges do not want SAT and ACT scores from your high school — THEY WANT THE
SCORES SENT FROM THE TESTING AGENCY. It is your responsibility to have the
scores sent to the colleges of your choice; it is not the responsibility your counselor.

**x*You should begin to consider taking your SAT or ACT at the middle to end of your
junior year of high school. It is especially important to make sure you have had Algebra
2 before attempting to take these examinations. Registration deadlines are posted in
the Guidance Office and are available on the program websites: www.collegeboard.org
and www.actstudent.org . We are also including the information on the following page
for quick reference.

Fee Waivers are available to students who qualify and receive free or reduced
lunch. Please see your counselor for your waiver. Students are allowed 2 fee
waivers per test*.
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Bluffton High School “"CEEB” code is 410-206

2017-2018 SAT Test Dates

Test Date Registration Deadline

Register at www.collegeboard.org

November 5, 2016

October 7, 2016

December 3, 2016

November 3, 2016

January 28, 2017

December 21, 2016

March 11, 2017

February 10, 2017

May 6, 2017 April 7, 2017
June 3, 2017 May 9, 2017
August 26, 2017 July 14, 2017

October 7, 2017

August 30, 2017

November 4, 2017

October 5, 2017

December 2, 2017

November 2, 2017

2017-2018 ACT Test Dates

Test Date \ Registration Deadline

Register at www.actstudent.org

December 10, 2016

November 4. 2016

February 11, 2017

January 13, 2017

April 8, 2017

March 3, 2017

June 10, 2017

May 5, 2017

September 9, 2017

Not yet published

October 28, 2017

Not yet published

December 9, 2017

Not yet published

February 10, 2018

Not yet published

April 14, 2018

Not yet published

***Students who receive free or reduced lunch are eligible for an SAT and ACT fee-
waiver. Please see your guidance counselor for fee-waiver forms**
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TEST PREP

Preparing for SATs and ACTs can be easy and fun! Naviance has FREE SAT and ACT
Prep that can be accessed through your homepage. Go to:

http://connection.naviance.com/blufftonhs

On the homepage, on the left hand side, you will see a link to access Naviance Test
Prep. Click on the link and you will be redirected to SAT and ACT prep. This area will
allow you to take a practice test, which will then identify your strengths and weaknesses
and develop a study plan for you to be successful. To switch between ACT and SAT
Prep, click on the “My Studies” drop down menu.

Students may also purchase study guides for both the SAT and ACT at Barnes & Noble
on Hilton Head Island, or online at www.amazon.com or through each testing agency’s
website.

Be sure that you are familiar with each test’s strategies for success. Remember, each
test is $55, so be sure that you are prepared!!
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Concordance between ACT Composite Score and Sum of SAT Critical
Reading and Mathematics Scores

New SAT CR+M | ACT Composite | New SAT CR+M
(Score Range) Score (Single Score)

1600 36 1600
1560-1590 35 1570
1520-1550 34 1540
1490-1510 33 1500
1450-1480 32 1470
1420-1440 31 1430
1390-1410 30 1400
1350-1380 29 1360
1310-1340 28 1320
1280-1300 27 1290
1240-1270 26 1260
1200-1230 25 1220
1160-1190 24 1180
1130-1150 23 1140
1100-1120 22 1110
1060-1090 21 1070
1020-1050 20 1030
980-1010 19 990
940-970 18 950
900-930 17 910
860-890 16 870
810-850 15 830
760-800 14 780
720-750 13 740
630-710 12 680
560-620 11 590
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The Cost of Post-Secondary Education

The cost of higher education varies. Technical schools will cost the least. For many
students, the Technical College of the Lowcountry is a convenient option. Tuition is
approximately $3000 per year for a South Carolina Resident (www.tclonline.org).

State-supported universities cost can also be an economical choice. Particularly USC-B if
you can stay at home. However, students are encouraged to apply to a variety of
schools and compare financial aid/scholarship packages before making their final
decisions. Private schools can offer students packages that make them comparable to
the state-supported schools. State tuition grants can also help to offset the difference
between a public and private college or university.

State Scholarships

All of the state lottery scholarship programs require you to attend in-state schools. You
can obtain further information about these programs from Tina Boyle or on pages 21-26
of this survival guide.

The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship awards up to $6,700 a year (1200 SAT / 27 ACT and
top 6% of class). The scholarship is renewable for 4 years.

The Life Scholarship awards up to $5000 per year. (2 of 3: 3.0, top 30% of the class,
and 1100 SAT / 24 ACT) to four year college students. Technical school and two-year
college students with a 3.0 GPA are eligible for the Life scholarship of the cost of tuition
for public schools plus a $300 book allowance. This scholarship is also renewable for
four years.

The SC Hope Scholarship is available for four-year college students who do not qualify
for the Life Scholarship but who graduate with a 3.0 GPA. It is a one-year only award of
up to $2,650.

Private Scholarships

The Guidance office receives many local and national scholarship applications. Seniors
should make a habit of regularly checking with your counselor for the most up-to-date
information. Beaufort County School District also publishes a monthly senior newsletter
which is posted at www.beaufort.k12.sc.us. This information can be very valuable to
you as you engage in this challenging process. The websites on the following page can
also be of invaluable information.

Athletic Scholarships
All student athletes hoping to earn a college scholarship need to register with the NCAA

at www.eligibilitycenter.com. You must also do this to be eligible to play sports in
college.
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NCAA FRESHMAN-ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS
QUICK REFERENCE SHEET KNOW THE RULES:

Core Courses

NCAA Division I requires 16 core courses as of August 1, 2008. This rule applies
to any student first entering any Division I college or university on or after August 1,
2008. See the chart below for the breakdown of this 16 core-course requirement.

NCAA Division II requires 14 core courses. See the breakdown of core-course
requirements below. Please note, Division II will require 16 core courses beginning
August 1, 2013.

Test Scores
Division I has a sliding scale for test score and grade-point average. The sliding scale
for those requirements is shown on page two of this sheet.

Division II has a minimum SAT score requirement of 820 or an ACT sum score of 68.

The SAT score used for NCAA purposes includes only the critical reading and math
sections. The writing section of the SAT is not used.

The ACT score used for NCAA purposes is a sum of the four sections on the ACT:
English, mathematics, reading and science.

All SAT and ACT scores must be reported directly to the NCAA Eligibility
Center by the testing agency. Test scores that appear on transcripts will not
be used. When registering for the SAT or ACT, use the Eligibility Center code
of 9999 to make sure the score is reported to the Eligibility Center.

Grade-Point Average
Only core courses are used in the calculation of the grade-point average.

Be sure to look at your high school’s list of NCAA-approved core courses on the
Eligibility Center's Web site to make certain that courses being taken have been
approved as core courses. The Web site is www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.

Division I grade-point-average requirements are listed on page two of this sheet.

The Division II grade-point-average requirement is a minimum of 2.000.

Register at www.eligibilitycenter.org
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FAFSA — Free Application for Federal Student Aid

The FAFSA form can now be completed for students entering school in the Fall semester
of 2018 in October of 2017!! This form is important for students who wish to receive
financial aid and to be considered for school and state-sponsored scholarships. Please
be sure to check your college’s Financial Aid Priority Deadline ~ the earlier you apply,

the more money will be available.

Scholarship/Financial Aid Websites

FAFSA PIN: www.pin.ed.gov — must be done in order to apply to FAFSA

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid): www.fafsa.ed.gov
Remember that you do not pay to apply for Financial Aid!!

Federal Student Aid: www.ed.gov/studentaid

Lowcountry Scholarship Directory: www.lowcountryscholarshipdirectory.org

State scholarship programs http://www.che400.state.sc.us/

Scholarship searches/financial aid:

www.fastweb.com/ www.scholarships.com/
www.collegeboard.com www.finaid.com/
www.estudentloan.com/ www.educaid.com
www.latinocollegedollars.org www.scholarshipexperts.com/

Links to everything http://cyberguidance.net/
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The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education

The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education will promote quality and efficiency
in the State system of higher education with the goal of fostering economic growth and
human development in South Carolina.

The Student Services Division of the Commission is responsible for coordinating activities
including:

LIFE Scholarship

Palmetto Fellows Scholarship

LIFE & Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancements

SC HOPE Scholarship

Lottery Tuition Assistance

SC Need-based Grant

Veteran Education and Training Benefits

Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP)
Higher Education Awareness Program (HEAP)

General Eligibility Criteria Scholarships & Grants

Must be a South Carolina resident;

Must be a U.S. citizen or legal permanent resident;

Must be enrolled as degree-seeking student at an eligible South Carolina public
or independent institution;

Must not owe a refund or repayment on any State or Federal financial aid and
not be in default on a Federal student loan; and

Must have never been convicted of any felonies and have not been convicted of
any second or subsequent alcohol/drug-related misdemeanor offenses within the
past academic year (excluding Lottery Tuition Assistance).

Contact Information:
For detailed information about the scholarship and grant programs administered by the
SC Commission on Higher Education:

Visit our website at www.che.sc.gov
Call us at 803-737-2260 or toll-free at 877-349-7183
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LIFE Scholarship

The General Assembly established the Legislative Incentives for Future Excellence
(LIFE) Program in 1998 to increase access to higher education, improve employability
of South Carolina’s students, provide incentives for students to be better prepared for
college, and to encourage students to graduate from college on time. Eligible full-time
students may receive the following:
e Up to $5,000 (including a $300 book allowance) each academic year toward the
cost of attendance at an eligible four-year institution in S.C. Funding limited to
eight (8) consecutive terms for the first bachelor’s degree or ten (10)
consecutive terms for the first approved five-year bachelor’s degree
OR
e Up to the cost of tuition plus a $300 book allowance each academic year at an
eligible technical college in S.C. At the eligible two-year public and independent
institutions in the State, students may receive up to the cost of tuition at the
USC’s Regional Campuses. Funding limited to two (2) consecutive terms for the
first one-year program or four (4) consecutive terms for the first associate's
degree program or a two-year program that is acceptable as full credit toward a
bachelor’s degree

LIFE Initial Eligibility at Four-year Institutions:
Students must meet two of the following three criteria:
1. Earn at a least a 3.0 cumulative GPA based on the SC Uniform Grading Policy
(UGP) upon high school graduation
2. Rank in the top 30 percent of the graduating class
3. Score at least 1100 on the SAT (or 24 on the ACT) through June of the senior
year. For the SAT, only the Math and Critical Reading subsection scores can be
used

LIFE Initial Eligibility at Two-year Institutions:
e Graduate from high school with at least a 3.0 cumulative GPA based on the SC
UGP

LIFE Additional Eligibility Requirements:
e Must be SC residents at the time of high school graduation and college
enrollment
e Must not be recipients of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship,
e SC HOPE Scholarship or Lottery Tuition Assistance within the same academic
year
e Must meet all general eligibility criteria

There is no separate application required for the LIFE Scholarship. The
eligible institution will notify students if they qualify for the Scholarship
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Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
The General Assembly established the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Program in 1988 to
retain academically talented high school graduates in the State through awards based
on merit. Full-time students awarded the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship who attend an
eligible four-year institution in the State may be eligible for the following:
e Freshman may receive up to $6,700 during the first year of college enroliment .
Sophomores, juniors and seniors may receive up to $7,500 per year
e The Palmetto Fellows Scholarship must be applied directly toward the cost of
attendance, less any other gift aid received
e Assuming continued eligibility, the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship is limited to
eight (8) consecutive terms for the first bachelor’s degree program or ten (10)
consecutive terms for the first approved five-year bachelor’s degree program

Initial Eligibility Requirements:

Applications for early awards must be submitted to the Commission on Higher
Education for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship by the date established in December
each academic year. High school seniors may apply if they meet one of the two
following sets of academic requirements:
e Score at least 1200 on the SAT (27 on the ACT)1 by the November test
administration, earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA on the SC Uniform Grading
Policy (UGP) at the end of the junior year, and rank in the top six percent3 of the
class at the end of either the sophomore or the junior year
OR
e Score at least 1400 on the SAT (32 on the ACT)1 by the November test
administration and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the SC UGP at the
end of the junior year

Applications for final awards must be submitted to the Commission on Higher
Education for the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship by the date established in June each
academic year. High school seniors may apply if they meet one of the following sets of
academic requirements:
e Score at least 1200 on the SAT (27 on the ACT)1 by the June national test
administration of the senior year; earn a minimum 3.50 cumulative GPA on the
SC UGP at the end of the senior year, and rank in the top six percent of the class
at the end of the sophomore, junior or senior year
OR
e Score at least 1400 on the SAT (32 on the ACT)1 by the June national test
administration and earn a minimum 4.00 cumulative GPA on the SC UGP at the
end of the senior year

For application information, please contact your high school guidance
counselor if you meet the above criteria.
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LIFE & Palmetto Fellows Scholarship Enhancements

Recipients of the Palmetto Fellows and LIFE Scholarships attending eligible four-year
institutions in S.C. may qualify for:
e Up to $2,500 in additional funds beginning with their sophomore year
e Up to six (6) consecutive terms toward the first bachelor’s degree or eight (8)
consecutive terms toward the first approved five-year bachelor’s degree

Eligibility Requirements:
e Be a recipient of the LIFE or Palmetto Fellows Scholarship
e Earn at least 14 credit hours of instruction in approved mathematics or life and
physical sciences or a combination of both by the end of the first year of college
enrollment
e Declare an approved major in science or mathematics. For eligible majors,
courses and institutions, visit the Commission’s Web site at www.che.sc.gov.

HOPE Scholarship
The SC HOPE Scholarship was established under the SC Education Lottery Act in 2001.
It is a one-year merit—based Scholarship created for first-time entering freshman
attending eligible four-year institutions in S.C. Eligible full-time students may receive the
following:
e Up to $2,800 (including a $300 book allowance) toward the cost of attendance
e Up to two (2) consecutive terms of funding

Initial Eligibility Requirements:
e Earn a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA on the SC Uniform Grading Policy upon high
school graduation
e Be SC residents at the time of high school graduation and college enrollment
¢ Not be recipients of the Palmetto Fellows Scholarship, LIFE Scholarship or Lottery
Tuition Assistance
e Meet all general eligibility criteria.

There is no separate application required for the SC HOPE Scholarship. The
eligible four-year institution will notify students if they qualify for the
Scholarship
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Institutions Eligible to Participate
in the LIFE Scholarship Program

Four-Year Public Senior Institutions

The Citadel

Clemson University

Coastal Carolina University
College of Charleston

Francis Marion University
LANDER University

Medical University of South Carolina
South Carolina State University
USC Aiken

USC Beaufort

USC Columbia

USC Upstate

Winthrop University

Technical Colleges

Aiken

Central Carolina
Denmark
Florence-Darlington
Greenville
Horry-Georgetown

Midlands
Northeastern
Orangeburg-Calhoun
Piedmont

Spartanburg

Technical College of the Lowcountry
Tri-County

Trident

Williamsburg

York

Four-Year Private Senior Institutions

Allen University
Anderson College
Benedict College

Bob Jones University
Charleston Southern University
Claflin University

Coker College

Columbia College
Columbia Int'l University
Converse College
Erskine College

Furman University
Limestone College
Morris College

Newberry College

North Greenville College

Presbyterian College

South University (Columbia location only)
Southern Wesleyan University

Voorhees College

Wofford College

Two-Year Private Institution

Spartanburg Methodist College

Two-Year Regional Campuses

USC Lancaster
USC Salkehatchie
USC Sumter

USC Union
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Institutions Eligible to Participate in the
SC HOPE Scholarship Program

P = Public Institutions;

R = Independent Institutions

Allen University (R)
Columbia, SC 29204

Anderson College (R)
Anderson, SC 29621

Benedict College (R)
Columbia, SC 29204

Bob Jones University (R)
Greenville, SC 29614

Charleston Southern University (R)
Charleston, SC 29411

The Citadel (P)
Charleston, SC 29409

Claflin University (R)
Orangeburg, SC 29115

Clemson University (P)
Clemson, SC 29634

Coastal Carolina University (P)
Conway, SC 29526

Coker College (R)
Hartsville, SC 29550

College of Charleston (P)
Charleston, SC 29424

Columbia College (R)
Columbia, SC 29203

Columbia International University (R)
Columbia, SC 29203

Converse College (R)
Spartanburg, SC 29301

Erskine College (R)
Due West, SC 29639

Francis Marion University (P)
Florence, SC 29501

Furman University (R)
Greenville, SC 29613

Lander University (P)
Greenwood, SC 29649

Limestone College (R)
Gaffney, SC 29340

Morris College (R)
Sumter, SC 29150

Newberry College (R)
Newberry, SC 29108

North Greenville College (R)
Tigerville, SC 29688

Presbyterian College (R)
Clinton, SC 29325

SC State University (P)
Orangeburg, SC 29115

South University (R)
Columbia, SC

Southern Wesleyan College (R)
Central, SC 29630

USC-Aiken (P)
Aiken, SC 29801

USC Beaufort (P)
Beaufort, SC 29902

USC-Columbia (P)
Columbia, SC 29208

USC Upstate (P)
Spartanburg, SC 29303

Voorhees College (R)
Denmark, SC 29402

Winthrop University (P)
Rock Hill, SC 29733

Wofford College (R)
Spartanburg, SC 29301
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Study Tips & Study Skills Help

Students with better study methods and strategies score higher on their exams.

Everyone is different, different methods work for different people the following
are only suggestions on improving upon your current studying techniques.

It is best to review the material right after class when it's still fresh in your
memory.

Don't try to do all your studying the night before the test. Instead space out your
studying, review class materials at least several times a week, focusing on one
topic at a time.

Have all of your study material in front of you: lecture notes, course textbooks,
study guides and any other relevant material.

Find a comfortable and quiet place to study with good lighting and little
distractions (try avoiding your own bed, it is very tempting to just lie down and
take a nap).

Start out by studying the most important information.

Learn the general concepts first, don't worry about learning the details until you
have learned the main ideas.

Take notes and write down a summary of the important ideas as you read
through your study material.

Take short breaks frequently. Your memory retains the information that you
study at the beginning and the end better than what you study in the middle.
Space out your studying, you'll learn more by studying a little every day instead
of waiting to cram at the last minute. By studying every day, the material will
stay in your long-term memory but if you try to study at the last moment, the
material will only reside in your short-term memory that you'll easily forget.
Make sure that you understand the material well, don't just read through the
material and try to memorize everything.

If you choose to study in a group, only study with others who are serious about
the test.

Test yourself or have someone test you on the material to find out what your
weak and strong areas are. You can use the review questions at the end of each
chapter or practice tests the teacher may give out as well as other materials.
Listening to relaxing music such as classical or jazz on a low volume can relieve
some of the boredom of studying.

Don't study later than the time you usually go to sleep, you may fall asleep or be
tempted to go to sleep, instead try studying in the afternoon or early evening. If
you are a morning person try studying in the morning.

Copyright © 2003-2009 TestTakingTips.com.
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Test Preparation Tips

Preparation for your first test should begin after the first day of class; this
includes studying, completing homework assignments and reviewing study
materials on a regular basis.

Budget your time, make sure you have sufficient time to study so that you are
well prepared for the test.

Go to review sessions, pay attention to hints that the instructor may give about
the test. Take notes and ask questions about items you may be confused about.
Ask the instructor to specify the areas that will be emphasized on the test.

Make sure you go to the class right before the test; it's another prime time for
the instructor to give out more hints or the format of the test.

Go over any material from practice tests, HW's, sample problems, review
material, the textbook, class notes...

Eat before a test. Having food in your stomach will give you energy and help you
focus but avoid heavy foods which can make you groggy.

Don't try to pull an all nighter. Get at least 3 hours of sleep before the test.

Put the main ideas/information/formulas onto a sheet that can be quickly
reviewed many times, this makes it easier to retain the key concepts that will be
on the test.

Try to show up at least 5 minutes before the test will start.

Set your alarm and have a backup alarm set as well.

Go to the bathroom before walking into the exam room. You don't want to waste
anytime worrying about your bodily needs during the test.

Note Taking Strategies and Skills

If the instructor writes something on the chalkboard/overhead or repeats an idea
then it is usually a key point and you should write it down.

Try to use a three-ring binder, it allows for more flexibility in rearranging your
notes and any handouts that you may receive.

Try to sit towards the front and center of the class where you'll be less distracted
and can hear the professor the best and have a good angle on any visual aids
that may be shown.

Don't rely on someone else's notes, you may not understand everything that
they write down and you'll learn the best by taking your own notes.

If your instructor talks fast, it may help to bring an audio recorder and record the
lecture while taking notes. After the lecture is over you can replay the lecture
and fill in any parts that you missed in your notes.

Do reading assignments or homework questions before class, it is easier to take
notes when you know what the instructor is talking about.

Date your notes. Add titles and subtitles when you move onto a new topic for
easy referencing.

Write down any terminology along with the definition that the instructor may
present.

Copyright © 2003-2009 TestTakingTips.com.
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Make sure that you write legibly, if you can't read them later, they'll be useless.
If you have sloppy handwriting it may be wise to type your notes so that they
are easier to read.

If you missed what the instructor said ask them to repeat it or go to the
instructor after class and ask for clarification. If you are in a rush, ask the
instructor at the beginning of the next class or try to find the answer from a
friend or the text.

Compare notes with a classmate to make sure you didn't miss any important
points.

Time Management Tips for High School Students

Make a "To Do" List Every Day. Put things that are most important at the top
and do them first. If it's easier, use a planner to track all of your tasks. And don't
forget to reward yourself for your accomplishments.

Use Spare Minutes Wisely. Get some reading done on the bus ride home from
school, for example, and you'll kill two birds with one stone.

It's Okay to Say "No." If your boss asks you to work on a Thursday night and
you have a final exam the next morning, realize that it's okay to say no. Keep
your short- and long-term priorities in mind.

Find the Right Time. You'll work more efficiently if you figure out when you do
your best work. For example, if your brain handles math better in the afternoon,
don't wait to do it until late at night.

Review Your Notes Every Day. You'll reinforce what you've learned, so you need
less time to study. You'll also be ready if your teacher calls on you or gives a pop
quiz.

Get a Good Night's Sleep. Running on empty makes the day seem longer and
your tasks seem more difficult.

Communicate Your Schedule to Others. If phone calls are proving to be a
distraction, tell your friends that you take social calls from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. It
may sound silly, but it helps.

Become a Taskmaster. Figure out how much free time you have each week.
Give yourself a time budget and plan your activities accordingly.

Don't Waste Time Agonizing. Have you ever wasted an entire evening by
worrying about something that you're supposed to be doing? Was it worth it?
Instead of agonizing and procrastinating, just do it.

Keep Things in Perspective. Setting goals that are unrealistic sets you up for
failure. While it's good to set high goals for yourself, be sure not to overdo it. Set
goals that are difficult yet reachable.

Consider these tips, but personalize your habits so that they suit you. If you set
priorities that fit your lifestyle, you'll have a better chance of achieving your goals.

Copyright © 2003-2009 TestTakingTips.com.
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